Special Topics: Sexual Victimization (PSY-393-40)

Summer Minimester (M-F 1:00-4:30)

Instructor: 

L. Alvin Malesky, Jr., Ph.D.


Office:

319 Killian 


Office Phone:
227-3357


Email:

malesky@wcu.edu

Office hours:
By Appointment

Textbook:
We will not be using a textbook; however, you will be assigned journal articles and book chapters to read.  I will make this reading available on my WEBCAT. 

Course Description: This course will address public policy and treatment issues from the perspectives of both the perpetrators and survivors of sexual victimization. This course will also focus on typologies of offenders as well as examine issues specific to female and juvenile sex offenders.  Finally, this course will address the personal and societal consequences of this type of abuse. Both lecture and classroom discussion will be used in this course.  We will also watch popular movies such as The Woodsman and documentaries such as Awful Normal during the course. Please note that the material covered in this course (including the videos) can be emotionally evocative and the classroom discussions intense.
Objective:

1. Understand the public policy and treatment issues relevant to both perpetrators and survivors of sexual victimization. 

2. Develop an understanding of the ethical issues faced by sex offender treatment providers. 

3. Develop an understanding of the basic components of sex offender evaluations/reports.

Course/Classroom Expectations:  

1. We will be discussing intense subject matter during the semester.  It is likely that there will be multiple and perhaps conflicting views regarding the subjects we discuss.  It is imperative that even if you do not agree with your classmates’ views you respect their right to hold them. 

2. I expect everyone to be on time and to participate.

3. Turn all cell phones off or put them on vibrate before class starts.  

4. Regular attendance is required. I will be taking attendance every class. 

5. Papers will be accepted one day late for a letter grade reduction.  Papers will not be accepted more than one day late.

6. Make up exams will be allowed only for formal excused absences. 

Note: The following schedule is tentative and subject to change as the semester progresses. 

	5/10
	Introduction to the Class 

“Stewards of Children”

A Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Program for Adults

Margie Allison Mountain Youth Resources

	5/11
	Last Day to Drop the Class

Statistics about Sexual Abuse

Video: Rape is…
Treatment and Evaluation Issues with Survivors

Video: Confronting Child Sexual Abuse: Investigations and Interviews

	5/12
	Theories of Sexual Abuse

Facts & Misperceptions about Sexual Abuse

Video: Awful Normal  2:30 in the Arts Building

	5/13
	Incest          

Guest Speaker: REACH 1:30pm –2:30pm
Video: Healing the Wounds of Incest

	5/14
	Sexual Abuse and the Internet 

Video: To Catch a Predator

	5/17
	First Reaction Paper Due

Introduction to the Paraphilias

Video: Capturing the Friedmans 2:30 in the Arts Building

	5/18
	Acquaintance (Date) Rape
Video: Our Stories

2:00 pm Counseling Center, Guest Speaker: Michelle Cooper

	5/19
	Treatment Issues with Sex Offenders

Facts & Misperceptions about Sex Offenders

Guest Speaker: Ben Hill @ 2:00 pm

	5/20
	Community Notification

Legal Issues

Video: Cyberstalker: Hard Lessons of Internet Safety  

	5/21
	Special Populations of Offenders (Female & Juvenile Sex Offenders)

Video: The Woodsman 2:30 in the Arts Building 

	5/24
	Risk Assessment of Sex Offenders

Civil Commitment of Sex Offenders

Video: Sexual Predators Among Us

	5/25
	Final Exam  / Class Wrap UP  

Second Reaction Paper Due


Class Presentations: You will need to pair up with another student and conduct a presentation for the rest of the class.  Your presentation should last approximately 15 to 20 minutes.  Please feel free to use PowerPoint, video, or handouts (or even assign readings).  I would like to have one presentation per class period.  We will sign up for topics on the first day of class.  Presentations are worth a maximum of 50 points.  Ideally you should present on a topic that is not covered in class.  Additional topics could include: stalking, cyber stalking, “gang rape,” bestiality, sexual tourism, and sexual slavery. 

Exams:  There will be one exam (final) for this course.  The final exam is worth 100 points.  The exams will consist primarily of essay questions; however, multiple-choice and short answer type questions COULD also be on the exams.  You will not be able to make up the exam if you do not have a valid excuse (i.e., doctor’s note, university-sponsored activity, etc.).

Reaction Papers – Class Discussions: There will be two reaction papers assignments due over the course of the semester.  Each paper should be two/three double-spaced typed pages in length.  These papers should consist of your reactions to and thoughts about the issues that were previously covered in class (i.e., Internet Sex Offenders, Juvenile Sex Offenders, Acquaintance Rape, etc.).  The first reaction paper should focus on survivors and the second paper on offenders.  The first paper is due 5/17.  The second paper is due 5/25.  Each reaction paper will be worth a maximum of 50 points for a total maximum of 100 points.   

Class Participation:  Given the nature of this class, your participation is imperative to get the most out of this experience. I will be taking attendance every class. You can earn as much as 5 points a day for class participation. Class participation and attendance is worth 50 points total for the course.  

Grades: 

285 - 300 =  
95 – 100 =
A




270 – 284 = 
90 – 94 =
A-      




261 – 269 =
87 – 89 =
B+




249– 260 =
83 – 86 =
B




240 – 248 =
80 - 82 =
B-




231 – 239 =
77 - 79 =
C+




219 – 230 =
73 – 76 =
C




210– 218 =
70 – 72 =
C-




201 – 209 =
67 – 69 =
D+




189– 200 =
63 – 66 =
D




180– 188 =
60 – 62 =
D-




< 180
     =
< 59      =
F

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

Western Carolina University is committed to providing equal educational opportunities for students with documented disabilities. Students who require disability services or reasonable accommodations must identify themselves as having a disability and provide current diagnostic documentation to Disability Services. All information is confidential. Please contact Disability Services for more information at (828) 227-2716 or 144 Killian Annex.
Academic Integrity:

I expect all work in the course to be original for proper credit to be given.  Cite any reference that you use.  If you violate my expectation of honesty I will assign you a final grade of “F,” the most severe penalty allowed by Western Carolina University policy. An Act of academic dishonesty, including a first offense, may place the student in jeopardy of suspension from the university. A repeated violation or more serious first offense may result in expulsion. Disciplinary records for any act of academic dishonesty are retained by the Department of Student Judicial Affairs for at least five years from the date of final adjudication. These records are available to prospective employers and other educational institutions in accordance with federal regulations.

Academic dishonesty includes the following:

 Cheating.  Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in any academic exercise.

 Fabrication.  Intentional falsification or invention of information or citation in an academic exercise.

 Plagiarism.  Intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of someone else as one’s own in an academic exercise.

 Facilitation of academic dishonesty.  Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help someone else to commit an act of academic dishonesty, such as knowingly allowing another to copy information during an examination or other academic exercise.

For more information on your rights and responsibilities concerning academic integrity see your undergraduate catalog or the student handbook (See the Academic Honesty Policy in the Undergraduate Catalog at http://catalog.wcu.edu)
Online Links of Help/Interest:

· CAT Tutoring Center: http://www.wcu.edu/9438.asp provides small-group tutoring for many 100 and 200-level classes and workshops to help students improve their study skills. Tutoring sessions are designed to help students improve their study techniques and understanding of course material.

· Writing Center: http://www.wcu.edu/54.asp
· Hunter Library: http://www.wcu.edu/404.asp
