PSY 150 General Psychology

Fall 2007
Instructor: 
L. Alvin Malesky, Jr., Ph.D.


Office:

309 Killian 


Office Phone:
227-3357


Email:

malesky@wcu.edu

Office hours:
Wed 10 – 12 & Wed 2 – 4 (or by appointment)

Textbook:
Myers, D.C. Psychology (8th Edition). New York: Worth Publishers.   Study Guide (Optional) can be purchased in the Book Store.

Course Description: This course is an introduction to the field of psychology and is intended to prepare students for more advanced coursework in undergraduate psychology.  Given the nature of the field of psychology and the fact that one’s learning is often enhanced by doing, it is my goal to make this course as experiential and interactive as possible. It is my goal to have as many in-class activities, discussions, and demonstrations as possible. 

Course/Classroom Expectations:  

1. I expect everyone to be on time and to participate.

2. Turn off all cell phones or put them on vibrate before class starts.  

3. Assignments must be turned in by the end of class on the day they are due.  One letter grade will be deducted for late assignments.  Papers will NOT be accepted more than ONE day late.  

4. Regular attendance is expected and important. Several course assignments require your attendance in class. Therefore, it will be very difficult (if not impossible) to get a good grade or even pass the class if you do not attend on a regular basis.   

Class Attendance: Your attendance is essential for you to get a good grade or even pass the class; however, if you are absent, it is your responsibility to get the class notes from a classmate for the day you missed.  It is important to remember that there are NO make up exams or quizzes.  If you are involved with organized University activities (e.g., varsity sport, field trips, etc.) which conflict with class, please see me in advance. 

Quizzes:  There will be approximately seven quizzes over the course of the semester, each worth twenty points. Your two lowest quiz grades will be dropped.  Total quiz grade is out of 100 points.  Quizzes will not be listed on the syllabus; however, they will typically be given upon the completion of a chapter. The quizzes will cover the readings scheduled for the preceding chapter and will be designed in a multiple choice and true/false format. There will be NO make up for missed quizzes.  

Tests:  You will have five exams over the course of the semester (including the final). Your lowest test grade will be dropped. Given that I will drop your lowest grade, there will be NO make up tests.  All exams are worth 50 points for a total of 200 points.  The exams will not be cumulative in nature and will cover recent material, typically the last two chapters.  The exams will likely consist of true/false, multiple choice, and short answer type questions.  

Psychological Disorder Paper: We will be discussing psychological/psychiatric disorders in class but given time constraints, we will be unable to review each disorder in detail. Consequently, I am asking you to complete a three to five (3 - 5) page typed research paper on a mental disorder of your choosing.  You will need to use at least three (3) reference sources to support your facts/statements/assertions in your paper. These sources should include at least one journal article, your textbook, and the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM IV-TR). The references need to be cited in APA style format on a reference page at the end of your paper. The reference page does not count toward the 3-5 pages required for your paper.   

The following are suggestions of what to include in your paper:

· Prevalence Rates (How often does the disorder occur in the general population? more common in males/females? etc)

· Typical symptoms of this disorder (How do symptoms manifest themselves?)

· Typical course of the disorder (When does it start? Do symptoms ever remit?)

· Typical treatment for this disorder (psychotropic medications, therapy, etc.)

This paper will be worth a maximum of 50 points.  

The paper is due by the end of class on November 29.

Class Presentation: I would like you and a partner to conduct a brief presentation (approximately ten to fifteen minutes) on a specific area in psychology.

Possible topics include:

Sports Psychology

Social Psychology

Feminist Psychology

Police Psychology

Research in Psychology

Psychoanalytic Psychology (Freud)

Vicarious Trauma 

Parapsychology (ESP, etc.)

Getting into Graduate School Programs in Psychology

Eye Witness Testimony

Phinneas Gage

Death/Dying 

Psychological Tests (i.e. MMPI-2)

Intelligence Tests (not covered in class)

Multicultural Counseling

Alcohol and Drug (Substance Abuse) Counseling

EMDR

The Media’s Portrayal of Mental Disorders

Music’s Relationship to Violence (if any)

Pet Therapy

Career Counseling

Family Therapy

Couples Counseling

Exposure Therapy

Hypnosis 

You should consider covering the following items (if applicable) during your presentation to the class: 

Define the topic you are presenting. (Depending on your topic, this may actually take up a good portion of your presentation. 


Discuss any unique issues that your topic presents.


Relate any issues regarding your topic to what we have covered in class.


Inform the class where you acquired the information for your presentation.


Your will receive a maximum of 50 points for your presentation.  Among other things, I will focus on the clarity of presentation, the amount of work you have put into your presentation, the amount of information you are able to provide to the class, and your professionalism while conducting the presentation.  

Only one group can present on each topic.  You can sign up for your time slot after your presentation has been approved.  Thus, it is to your advantage to have your topic approved ASAP. 
Research Participation Requirements: Given the importance of research to the field of psychology, all students enrolled in Psy 150 are required to participate (defined loosely) in two hours of research over the course of the semester.  Your participation will count up to 16 points (4% of your total grade).  

Grades: 

380 - 400 =  
95 – 100 =
A




360 – 379 = 
90 – 94 =
A-      




348 – 359 =
87 – 89 =
B+




332– 347 =
83 – 86 =
B




320 – 331 =
80 - 82 =
B-




308 – 319 =
77 - 79 =
C+




292 – 307 =
73 – 76 =
C




280– 291 =
70 – 72 =
C-




268 – 279 =
67 – 69 =
D+




252– 267 =
63 – 66 =
D




240– 251 =
60 – 62 =
D-




< 239
     =
< 59      =
F

Note: The following schedule is TENTATIVE and subject to change as the semester progresses. 

	Aug 21
	Introduction to the Class

Prologue: The Story of Psychology

	Aug 23
	Chapter One     Thinking Critically with Psychological Science (Research)

	Aug 28
	Chapter One     Continued

	Aug 30
	Chapter Two    Neuroscience and Behavior

	Sep 4
	Chapter Two    Continued

	Sep 6
	First Test

	Sep 11
	Chapter Three   The Nature and Nurture of Behavior

	Sep 13
	Chapter Three   Continued

	Sep 18
	Using Data Bases at the Library (Note: Class will be held in the library) I won’t be in class but a graduate student will help you pick a topic.

	Sep 20
	Chapter Four     The Developing Person

	Sep 25
	Chapter Four     Continued 

	Sep 27
	Second Test

	Oct 2
	Chapter Eight       Learning

	Oct 4
	Chapter Eight / Eleven 

	Oct 9
	Chapter Eleven     Intelligence          Continued 

	Oct 11
	No Class – Fall Break

	Oct 16
	Third Test

	Oct 18
	Chapter Sixteen    Psychological Disorders

	Oct 23
	Chapter Sixteen    Continued

	Oct 25
	Class Presentations

	Oct 30
	Chapter Seventeen   Therapy

	Nov 1
	No Class – I will be at a conference

	Nov 6
	Fourth Test

	Nov 8
	Chapter Eighteen    Social Psychology

	Nov 13
	Chapter Eighteen    Continued

	Nov 15
	Class Presentations

	Nov 20
	Video: Quite Rage

	Nov 22
	No Class – Thanksgiving Break

	Nov 27
	Class Presentations    

	Nov 29
	Class Presentations ***Psychological Papers Due***

	Dec 4
	Class Presentations


	Dec 6
	Forensic Psychology 

	Dec 11 
	Final Exam / Fifth Test 12:00-2:30


